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Survey procedure:

Survey procedure:
1. Compiling relevant aspects from the reports of periodic reporting (by werkplaats immaterieel 

erfgoed), among others creating a list of inventories and responsible institutions.

2. Developing the questions for the survey in consultation with the Steering Committee.

3. Sending out the survey to the members of ENFP, together with the list of inventories.

After the deadline we asked for further responses (it is still possible to respond!)

4. Compiling the answers for analysis.

Until now, we received 37 answers from 32 countries (out of 47).

There are 5 countries, where we got two answers; we have also 4 anonymous responses.

The non-anonymous answering persons wrote with an institutional email (23) or private (e.g. gmail, 10).



Missing:

Albania 

Azerbaijan 

Belarus 

Bulgaria 

Estonia 

Georgia 

Greece 

Hungary 

Iceland 

Lithuania 

Malta 

Monaco 

Montenegro 

Poland

San Marino

Responses from

(names as used by UNESCO):

Andorra 

Armenia 
Austria 

Belgium
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Croatia
Cyprus 

Czechia 
Denmark

Faroes (associate member) 
Finland

France 
Germany 

Ireland 
Italy 

Latvia
Luxembourg

Netherlands (Kingdom of the) 
North Macedonia

Norway 
Portugal

Republic of Moldova 
Romania

Serbia 
Slovakia 

Slovenia 
Spain 

Sweden 
Switzerland 

Türkiye 
Ukraine

United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland



Official names of the inventories / links

The preceding compilation from the reports showed a huge variety and number of inventories. Some

countries have only one (national) inventory, some a few (e.g. Germany 7), Spain has 27.

The survey focussed then on the national register, respective the inventories from which the 

nominations for the UNESCO-lists come and who makes suggestions for nominations. Not all countries 

have an exclusive national inventory! This may concern multinational nominations.



Body or entity carrying out the procedure of national inventorying

We have some diversity here, from Ministries over Commissions and Institutes to Museums.

But we don't have answers from all inventories

Some countries split ICH between different Ministries (e.g. Italy)

Same body or entity carrying out ICH inventorying?

29 Yes

8 Others



Does official state or local legislation/law/acts/official decisions, if any, cover the ICH inventorying and safeguarding in your country?

Does official state or local legislation/law/acts/official decisions, if any, cover the ICH 

inventorying and safeguarding in your country?

16 Legislation on national level with ICH as a special category of cultural heritage

7 Legislative aspects, but no other acts or decisions covering ICH

5 Legislation on national level, but ICH is not a special category of cultural heritage

3 Legislation on both national and regional/local level with ICH as a special category

3 No special legislation

1 Legislation only on regional level

2 Other



Is there an open call for national inventorying process/procedures or is there another mechanism 

applied that informs openly the communities about the possibility of ICH inventorying?

16 Procedure is explained online and the application form is available all the time 

10 Open call for ICH inventorying annually/monthly/weekly

3 No open call or available information for the public

2 Special mechanism of reaching towards public through experts, NGOs etc.

6 Others



Brief description of the inventorying process and/or link

15 descriptions (more or less detailed)

17 only links

5 both description and links

These two questions touch aspects of visibility and transparency of the processes.

The provided links mostly describe the part“how to apply” for CGIs, but not the whole process.



From which inventory/ies or by which procedure in your country come the nominations for the international (UNESCO) ICH lists?

From which inventory/ies or by which procedure in your country come the nominations for the 

international (UNESCO) ICH lists?

Mostly from national inventory if existent, other inventories are possible (e.g. Spain)



Do the domains or thematic categories used for ICH inventorying in your country correspond to 

the 5 domains defined in Art.2.2 of the 2003Convention?

The fivedomains from the Convention are explicitly an open list, and it is interesting, which further 

domains are used. Also, some countries use own domains which are explicitly excluded in other 

countries (e.g. sports and games) or were not intended in the Convention in thebeginning (e.g. culinary 

heritage), this shows, how the notion of ICH evolves.

Most countries use the five domains (and maybe subdivisions) from the Convention,

some have additional domains: sports and games, culinary heritage or traditions, commons, music

and dance, local dialects, good safeguarding practice, traditional/folk medicine, traditional trades, and 

cultural spaces. Netherlands has most domains: 13.

Four countries don’t use domains (although there is a contradiction in one double answer)



Is Inventorying officially connected to material heritage?

19 No, not at all

5 Not really, depends on state administration

4 Yes, same inventory, but different subcategorie

4 Not really, depends on local administration

2 Yes, information is shared after inventorying

3 Others

The ICH-Convention is quite young, compared to the notion of heritage regarding objects (Museums) 

and monuments, which have their own lists, laws and funding.

Some countries have combined lists and as different conferences in the past showed, there are 

intentions to overcome the division of tangible and intangible heritage.



Do CGIs participate in the ICH inventorying process?

34 Yes

1 No

2 Other



other



otherother



other



other









other









What type(s) of ICH is not included in the inventory/ies, but should be according to the national and international criteria? Please name the main reasons for the exclusion of such heritage?
24 responses

What type(s) of ICH is not included in the inventory/ies, but should be according to the national and international criteria? Please name the main
reasons for the exclusion of such heritage?
24 responses

• ethically questionable, including human and animal rights
• outside of officially recognized or approved practices by state
• more recent heritage – several decades, (Post)Socialist/WW II, urban, post-

immigrant
• indigenous inclined more to implementation of safeguarding measures without

listing
• lack of interest or capacities of CGIs



State the main change of ICH inventorying procedure in your country, if any, from the onset of the listing/documenting until today (communities participate more actively, experts have been included, new inventories have emerged locally, etc.)?
26 responses

State the main change of ICH inventorying procedure in your country, if any, from the onset of the 
listing/documenting until today (communities participate more actively, experts have been 
included, new inventories have emerged locally, etc.)?
26 responses

• top-down to bottom-up – more open
• less administrative, more participatory, including expert opinions
• layering of lists: local, county, good practices
• less „folk”, more everyday traditions
• more entries – more visibility and inspiration to other elements
• media reporting and awareness raising
• connecting to SDGs and other sectors



CONCLUDING REMARKS

• roles of different institutions and experts are complex and differ from country to country
• current state of legislation depends on state and local approaches
• need for strengthening the capacities of CGIs when applying, esp. of non-majority groups
• inventorying lists diversified: good practices, local level (inclusion of minorities)
• for further discussion: practices of other, non-national inventories
• procedures simplified and developed, based on the previous experience
• connectedness with SDGs and other sectors improving, but still might be accentuated more
• results show dynamics of the process and of changes in official and unofficial approaches 

to ICH

Thank you!


	Slide 3: ENFP webinar
	Slide 4: Survey procedure:
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Does official state or local legislation/law/acts/official decisions, if any, cover the ICH inventorying and safeguarding in your country?
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: From which inventory/ies or by which procedure in your country come the nominations for the international (UNESCO) ICH lists?
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: What type(s) of ICH is not included in the inventory/ies, but should be according to the national and international criteria? Please name the main reasons for the exclusion of such heritage? 24 responses
	Slide 27: State the main change of ICH inventorying procedure in your country, if any, from the onset of the listing/documenting until today (communities participate more actively, experts have been included, new inventories have emerged locally, etc.)? 2
	Slide 28

